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LETTER FROM PRESIDENT TRUMAN 
TO GEIJERAL DONOVAN 
20 September 1945 


The letter belongs in this collection of documents 
because of its reference in the third paragraph to "the 

^ coordinated system of foreign intelligence 
within the permanent framework of the Government.” If it 
indicative of nothing else this statement would show 
that the idea of having an American peace-time, centralized 
Intelligence service had gained sufficient acceptability 
to permit of public mention without danger of again excitins^ 
cries of ’’Gestapo.” 


^ letter is also interesting because of its clear 

indication of the President* s desire to preserve the assets 
of OSS for use in peace-time intelligence work. Somewhat 
similar phraseology was used in the directive transferring 
the intelligence procurement branches of OSS to the V/ar 
Department, and it was echoed in the specific directives 
Secretary Patterson and Assistant Secretary 
McCloy to General Magruder, who had been asked by them to 
take over direction of what was then entitled ”The Strategic 
Services Unit” of the War Department. ^ 
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My dear General Donovan; 

J approoiate very much the v:ork v.hlch you and vour stp rr 
^dertook, beginning prior to the Japanese surrenL?? ?o itrni 
date those wartime activities of the Office of Straterir Se- 
vices which will not be needed in time of peaL. ^ 

and conserve those resources 

our organization whloh aro vital to 

that ^ directed, by Executive order, 

thfp^Jaenta«'o“l?aSfh*o? tSrg???aro/“rSeal!T°^“‘' 

is efSrt?™'’'* to the state Department, Ihie transferl^ohich 
e? °f 0=<:°ber 1, 1945. represents the begirSn,- 

Of the development of a coordinated system of forel'^n 
gence within the permanent framework of the Government. 

rnr. foregoing, the Executive order provid<-s 

remaining activities of the Office of 
Department; for the abolition of 

the Oifice of Strategic Serviofla- onri ol , 

services, and for the continued orderlv 

liquidation of some of the activities of the Office without 

leadeLSfyoS Iwe b“ughr?f rv|?af SStlme fo?i^??v"Jn“v^® 

satis f act ion^in^th°^ of Strategic Services. You may well find^ 
sa^isiaction in the achievements of the Office and taVa 

iar|rL™rar"*araaf:dd^?J’^*=?- artWShenJelvSf 

if knowledge that the peacetime intelli^encrae^vicrs 

erected on the foundation of the 
facilities and resources mobilized through the Office of 
Strategic Services during the war. oifice of 


Sincerely yours. 


harry S. TRUMAN 
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ESTABLISHMENT OF A V/AR DERARTMEHT C015MITTEE 


UNDER ASSISTANT SECRETARY LOVETT TO STUDY ■ 


THE PROBLEMS OF FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. ‘ 






In view of the recent appointment of Mr. Lovett as 
Undersecretary of State it is of particular interest to 
note that he headed this committee. The instructions v;hich 
he gave to the committee members are sufficiently detailed 
as to indicate on the part of the Chairman a very consicerabLe 
grasp of the problems involved. 


This committee is of particular importance in that 
its recommendations, as later document:; v/ill prove, had a 
very marked influence on the final form of the directive 
establishing the National Intelligence Authority. 


Approved For Release 2002/10/10 : CIA-RDP90-00610R0001 00200006-9 



Approved For Release 2002/10/10 : CIA-RDP9O-OO61ORO0O 




'4 r r 


COPY 



25 October 1940 


HSM0HA2CDUM FOR: 


ASSISTANT CIUHF OF STAFF, OPEIUTIONS DIVISIOII 
ASSISTANT CHIEF OP STAFF, 0-2 
ASSISTANT CHIEF OF AIR STAJiT - 2 
ASSISTAin CHIEF OF STAFF, 0-2, AGF 
DIjUiJCTOR OF XHTELLIGEHCE, ASF 
DIRECTOR OF STRATEGIC SERVICES UHIT 
DIIiECTOR OF SPECIAL PLAIJIUKG DIVISION, TTD 

SPECI^U, STAFF 


Subject: Report on Intollicenco Hatters. 


,1* The Socrotarr of War has appointed the followins cormitteo 
to advise hiri on certain IntolliGcnco laatters, particularly those 
relating to the subject of the foreign intelligence activities of 
the Nation and of the War Department: 

Robert A, Lovett, Assistant Secretary of War 
for Air « dial naan 
Major General H« A, Craig, OPD 
Major General E, R. tiuesada, AAF 
Major General V.h G. V/ymon, AGF 
Colonel J* II. Rornaer, ASF 
Brigadier General John Magrudor, SSU 
Brigadier General C. W. Clarke, G-2 

2* The above committee has boon directed to make a preliminary 
report to the Secretary of War not later than 3 November 1943. It 
is most anxious to have the benefit of the views and recommendations 
of the individuals to whom tliis memorandum is addressed at the 
outset of its consideration of tho various problems involved, 

3, Each of the individuals to ^diom this menorandun is addrcs!-:ed 
is therefore requested to furnish to the undersigned not Isator than 
27 October 1943 a report covering the following subjects, as fully 
as possible in tho time available: 


PART I 

a. The organisation of tho i;..divldual *s particular unit 
as now cons’tltuted, together v/ith a stc.tem.ont of tho functions dis- 
cliurged thereby based on current directives and practices, 

b, A description of tho relations that have existed be- 
tween the Tndividual^s unit and other £>ntelligonce units in tho 
government during the period of tho war. 
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imlfc indlvldunlis 

in whloh It la. bollovoa intelllGOnoe servl^o^coSH^vo^ei^ 


SovernraonrfntolliJi^nco^uSts^uvlPfJ^t?^^^ operations or all 
particular roforenc4 to ?hoso in thS rlt ’ 

or Strategic Sorvicos. mrna?t o? and the omcc 

writer's opinion as to the exLtonco or should contain tho ' 

also or lack or coordination ir^S f ^ocossary duplication, and 
intelligence units* * cp, tween the various eovorrsEEnt 


on th. PoriLnoPt 

aovormnent during tho war pLlod* ^ the United States 


PART II 


organisation Sd progr^i^^ror tho°r?rSiS^"?'? desirable 

or the United StaLs G^^ermonl rS activities 

Included here the writer's v1?w.i wr4-i ^ture, Tliere should be 
of ostobUzhing I ol“?al fS^°n leslrabllity 

dopartiTiont In tho Fodoral Govermaont wbBm'’?S? Plooo or 

located, and the broad runctlon? ahould be 

or such* a central unit* ir a central^intel^T^*'^®^ conipooitlon 
ttie report should contain the Sri ter advocated 
rtmctions should include those or whether its 

or whether it should be lir^ited to c^rh InTomatlon, 

annlyzia nnd evaluation. anllJaaLlnaW^r “ 


tte VVarDoprrt4rt‘'in“ho °to“ all^goveSSL^lStolll ’’3' 

central agency, if roo^°™nkd osenclos and the 

Knr Oopnrtmont agonolos ond^lntolllrMoe a™ relation between the 
departments* ^totiigonce agoncies created in other 


rpnctxons ^lat should be^perfor^od^^dor th ^ ^ Intelllgen 
tho Havy, the State Depprt°rntT^r? the recormnended plan by 
departments* i-epaitment and other individual gov<.-:nment 


C0 


V/ar Boportibnt cf?S'’tatouLo^ice'^l,iS™?‘^ division within tho 
proposed, arc to bo anslcnod L eSarSeS: 


O03igrraont-that should L nadrv/lthln disposition or 

where, of tho ncroonnol. facllli 1 o« '' dee 

^to of tlio fornor OSS org^zatlon various 

transferred to tho War CepSen; ’ recently 


tr-i^he^rcTto «rWaTce°pf^o^Sf bo'en rocon« 
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.4* ii y, Wl . ST'Si . ' r? 
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4 # 111© abov© rexioi'ta are to set forth the opinions of t}io 

individxials to v/hon this nenorandum is addroeeed, and need not 
represent tho fomal conclusions of the units to which the 
individuals belong. However, each indi'v'ldual is requested to 
consult freely ^Ith the officers in Important positions in his 
unit, and if viov/s aro hold by others in tho unit which differ 
radically from thoso expressed in the reports, either a state- 
ment to that effect should be appended, or memoranda setting 
forth the differing views should be submitted. 

S. Hoports aro to be submitted directly to the undersigned 
without forj,iol clearnaco tlirough channels. Eiglit copies of each 
report arc desired. 

By direction of the Secretary of War: 


RODERO? A LOVETT 

Assistant Secretary of War for Air 
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